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WHAT IF?

MARKUS KAHRE EXHIBITION 2017/12/15 FRI — 2018/1/3 TUE
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DIRECTORS NOTE

Forum Box was delighted to cooperate with ZOU-NO-HANA Terrace and
bring one of the Forum Box member artists, Markus Kahre to exhibit in
Yokohama as part of the cooperation. This cooperation started under
the umbrella of Port Journeys network.

For us — Forum Box — this was our first international cooperation project
with a partner outside Europe and also therefore in a way a milestone.
This cooperation between Yokohama and Helsinki will continue in spring
2018 when Japanese artist Rintaro Hara will have an exhibition in Forum
Box and stay in artist residency in Helsinki.

Two harbour cities Yokohama and Helsinki are very different — still this
cooperation has enabled a fruitful way of building bridges between the
artist communities and between a foreign artist and the local citizens.
Markus Kéahre’s project at ZOU-NO-HANA Terrace aimed to discuss topics
related to the local history of the city of Yokohama raising questions
about alternative histories. It was a courageous attempt to interact with
the local citizens.

FORUM BOX is a non-profit artist-run co-operative society, which was
initiated in 1996 by sculptor Kain Tapper (1930-2004). Its main purpose
is to maintain an art space/gallery in Helsinki in order to enrich and
support the Finnish cultural life. Currently Forum Box co-op has over

80 artist members, all of which are prominent Finnish artists and actors
in the field of contemporary art.

Alina Ménttari-Buttler (Director)
Executive Director, Forum Box

PORT JOURNEY PROGRAMS
YOKOHAMA = HELSINKI

MARKUS KAHRE EXHIBITION

2017/12/15 FRI.- 2018/1/9 TUE.
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WORKSHOP
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VENUE: Z0U-NO-HANA TERRACE

ORGANIZED BY ZOU-NO-HANA TERRACE,

CULTURE AND TOURISM BUREAU,

CITY OF YOKOHAMA IN ASSOCIATION WITH

EMBASSY OF FINLAND,

THE FINNISH INSTITUTE IN JAPAN

IN COOPERATION WITH FORUM BOX, HIAP

PLANNED AND PRODUCED BY SPIRAL / WACOAL ART CENTER
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ARTIST NOTE

Two things became clear to me when I first
visited ZOU-NO-HANA Terrace. First, it was ex-
ceptional to work in a place with such a strong
relation to an historic turning point, a histori-
cal event and decisions that had a crucial
impact on the growth of the modern society. It
is not only about something from the past but
the event raises all the relevant political ques-
tions of the Globalized world of today as well
as personal questions about our own history
and what we wish for in our life.

Secondly | realized that it would not make
sense to make an independent artwork, a work
of art that would stand on its own demanding
the space and the spectator to adapt to its
conditions. Instead | had to think of some-
thing that could integrate in the terrace daily
life and enable many levels of interaction,
something that would give more than disturb.
I had to abandon all that | had in mind and go
outside my own small box and think of some-
thing totally different from what | was used to.
But with such an interesting place and amaz-
ing people around me it became a real joy

and a most rewarding journey into Japanese
history, culture and mentality. And by the way,
isn’t it the meaning of life to go outside your
own little box?

Markus Kahre

Markus Kahre studied at the University of Industrial
design, philosophy at the University of Helsinki and in
the sculpture department of the Academy of Fine Art Hel-
sinki. He usually makes installations in space in which
he plays with our perceptions and senses of reality. He
has been teaching at the Academy of Fine Art Helsinki
but since 2007 been on working grants from the Finnish
state. Winner of the Ars Fennica award 2007.
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ABOUT THE PROJECT

Our exchange projects with Helsinki, Finland, initially started in 2014
with FRAME, a granting group, who eventually introduced us to a venue
director, FORUM BOX, in 2016, which finally paved the way for the art-
ist‘s exchange. In 2017, Markus Kahre, whose relative seems to visit
Yokohama as a sailor, chose “the Landing of Commodore Perry at Yoko-
hama,” a universally recognizable historic moment when Japan opened
its port to foreign countries, as his theme. It explores the questions of
“whatif “.

What if the Admiral did not land and samurais are still guarding the
empty coast, what if Japan decided to build a high wall surrounding the
entire islands, or what if Japan possesses nuclear weapons, then what
would Japan look like, and how would it affect you? Through puzzle
games, the exhibit questions viewers to reflect on the past, present,
and future.

<About the Work>

There are two basic images in the form of puzzles, one of which is the
original famous painting, “the Landing of Commodore Perry at Yoko-
hama,” and the other depicts the same place but without any dramatic
landing or the crowd. Based on these two images, there are 44 pieces of
puzzles depicting historic events that visitors can play with. Some of the
pieces are left blank, on which visitors can choose and depict historic
events on their own to experience the “what if” of our history.
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