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ABOUT THE PROJECT

This project aims to taste the water from the river flowing through the
city by cooking traditional local soup. Since 2011, this project has

been conducted at different locations around the world. This time, a
performance was held by providing soup to the audience made from
water from the Elbe river at the same place where Joseph Beuys seems
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TO THINK US AS RIVERS FROM ITS SOURCES DIRECTORS NOTE
For me it is always a chance to understand the approach of artists when
| consider the base of their aesthetic concept. Words, images, symbols
are playing in an aesthetic mind flow and figure out an unseen view to
ourselves.

Miku Sato brought us to the river — to a geographical, a cultural, a histori-

cal, a metaphorical momentum of our “vita activa”. The river gives us
inspiration, gives us a reflection of our nature and leads us to a poetic
recognition of ourselves as both individual and collective actions.

The river brings us water and is feeding us in a physical and narrative
sense of cultural understanding. The water is in ourselves, the water is
connecting us as a medium of communication between all life on this
planet.

Miku Sato invited us to taste three different soups made from water
from the river Elbe. The Elbe is one of the longest European rivers, spring-
ing up in the east of the continent and leading its stream to the North
Sea. Hamburg and its culture is founded because of this water way.

For the second time Frise Kiinstlerhaus Hamburg had been welcoming
an artist from Yokohama and this time the performance of Miku Sato in-
vited different perspectives on cooking and eating together: She invited
Salma Sbou to prepare a spicy recipe from her Moroccan family; she in-
vited the local politicians, Anne-Marie Hovingh and Stefanie Wolpert to
cook a traditional German dish for the many guests. And she brought
us adish from Japan.

So Miku Sato presented us in a very symbolic and poetic way the
thematic of global migration, political action and world culture together
as the taste from one only bowl! of artistic understanding. The role of an
acting young artist is showing us her direction on how to see our times,
needs and chances to communicate together.

By tasting the soup of world’s rivers, Miku Sato invites us to re-think
ourselves through the waters of cultural springing from common sources.

Michael Kress on Miku Sato — The Hamburg Soup Project
Director, FRISE

This Port Journey Cooperation of FRISE and ZOU-NO-HANA
TERRACE Yokohama was funded by the Hamburg-Elbkulturfonds.
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to have realized a project.

ARTIST NOTE

TASTING ELBE RIVER (LITERALLY)

As | was about to make a sojourn in Hamburg, Germany, the first thought
that came to my mind was Joseph Beuys. He, a German artist everyone
knows, was one of many great artists who have exerted much influence
on me. | hastened to make a search for “Joseph Beuys, Hamburg”,
looking patiently for something interesting. | came upon the project
“Elbe Aktion” (Elbe River Action) for cleaning the Elbe River in 1962.
This was one of Beuys’ early activities leading to the project of planting
“?7,000 oak trees” that started in 1982. It appears that not much infor-
mation on this project is available, but | also have been engaged in a
project concerningrivers.

In a simple action calling for people to use river water in making soup
and eatingiit, | have presented the project in several cities in the world.
Most creatures have been nurtured near the waterfront, and our ances-
tors lived by the river or lake to develop cultures.

At the waterfront, there have been countless conflicts and contentions.
Soup is signified as a cultural identify. Almost all cultures have unique
one-of-a-kind soups served in different bowls. Soups, having different
significance by cultures, are capable of comforting people and restoring
energy, so | believe.

In Hamburg, we made a variety of soups familiar in respective cultures
by using the Elbe River water in collaboration with the local Germans
(political activist Stefanie Wolpert and Anne-Marie Hovingh), an immi-
grant Moroccan (university student Salma Sbou) and myself (Japanese
artist Miki Sato), which we served to a crowd of spectators. In fact, the
water of Elbe River, running through big cities, was so murky.

Many people from various cultural spheres live in segregated areas in
Germany to coexist. Those who came to study, to earn money, or to flee
from suppression, and | as a temporary visitor, get together in a little
party. Now, it is your turn to go for relishing together some soup made
by your stranger neighbors from the dirty water of a river running in

your town.

River water, coming from nowhere and shared with many creatures
including ourselves, flows away somewhere into the ocean.

MIKU SATO

Born in Japan in 1985, Miku Sato studied at Musashino Art University in Tokyo. Her prac-
tice focuses on relationships of intervals and spaces that exist between the public and
the private, individual and social or between passivity and proactivity in art. She explores
new perspectives on the world and possibilities of dialogue in our society, through work-
shops of open-source ideas utilising daily necessities and household chores as medium,
as well as people’s participatory actions.

K—=heTJp—=—TOITIH
WRNYTY

{EBRARR

[SOUP — THE HAMBURG PROJECT]

BAfEHRR: 2017 12A 16B (1) —228GR)
K15 FRISE

4 FRISE

BB I\ DILOHIXAEER

BETOI5 L

1LRDBTSATORER

['SOUP TASTING RIVER YOKOHAMA -- HAMBURG
2018438 198(8)-38248(x)

2T ROBFS

FEROBTSA

2.h—=04RVH

20184F3F21H(7K) 16:00-

EEEEBRR (7 —T 1A RIGAER (7P —7«AR)  FH
B (ETv—F YR, BankARTR Y —UIRER) . KHEIER
RIASIV/ HRETI-IL7— b2V s —
F—JFab—%-)

PORT JOURNEY PROGRAMS
YOKOHAMA<> HAMBURG
MIKU SATO

"SOUP - THE HAMBURG PROJECT"

Duration: 12/16/2017 SAT-12/22/2017 FRI
VENUE : FRISE

ORGANIZED BY FRISE

SUBSIDIZED BY Hamburg Ministry of Culture

RELATED PROGRAMS

1.RETURN EXHIBITION

"SOUP TASTING RIVER YOKOHAMA -- HAMBURG"
3/19/2018 MON - 3/24/2018 SAT

VENUE : Z0U-NO-HANA TERRACE

ORGANIZED BY ZOU-NO-HANA TERRACE

2.TALK EVENT

3/21/2018 WED 16:00-

SPEAKER : MIKU SATO (Artist]), RINTARO HARA (Artist]), MA-
KOTO MURATA (Art Journalist / BankART School Principal),
YOSHIE OTA (Chief Curator of Spiral / Wacoal Art Center)



