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ARTIST NOTE

In Finland, winter and summer days are completely different. In sum-
mer, there are ‘white nights’ when the sun never sets. And there are
regions where the sun doesn't rise in winter and the polar night domi-
nates. For those, like me, who have never experienced either of these
phenomena, they hold great appeal.

The exhibition site Forum Box is a huge exhibition space, which used to
be a part of the bridge and was converted into a gallery. My intention
was to transform this space and let visitors experience a white and
polar night, or more abstractly speaking, a daydream and night dream
at the same time.

I have stretched dozens of transparent nylon strings from one wall to
the other to let white balls move along them. Once they reach a point,
the balls are raised up to the ceiling with a lift and then allowed to

drop under the force of gravity. And so does this movement repeat. An
isolated dark room was installed in the middle of the exhibition space
for visitors to enter. As a ball passes through the space, it glows like an
aurora in the black lights. The simple sphere takes on various forms in
the visitor's imagination: planets and snowballs, specters and spirits.
Recently, | have read a non-fiction book titled "Kyokuyako” (Polar Night
Journey) by Yusuke Kakuhata, an explorer, who traveled through the
polar night for four months. He says, "Exploration is an activity apart
from the system of the human society". Since | am not constantly creat-
ing works in harsh environments, | may not be compared with explorers
in that sense. However, having created a lot of works of self-circulating
systems, | have been seeking ways to incorporate errors into my work
which drop out of and leave such systems.

During my stay, | was not only taken care of by Forum Box, but also by
HIAP, an organization running artist residency programs located on the
World Heritage island of Suomenlinna. | was able to encounter many
friendly Finnish people and experience the stunning nature. Itis my
strong wish to return and stay longer next time in order to experience
the whole Finnish year.

Rintaro Hara

Artist. Born in Yokohama in 1973. He mainly creates kinetic installations with the keyword
of "conversion." His recent exhibitions were shown in "Synthesis" at the Reykjavik Art
Museum in Iceland in 2014, "The Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennial” in Niigata in 2015, "Railway
Museum Exhibition" at Taro Okamoto Museum of Art, Kawasaki in Kanagawa Prefecture in
2016, "Japan Alps Art Festival” in Nagano in 2017, etc. He was awarded a special prize at the
Seventh Taro Okamoto Memorial Contemporary Art Grand Prize Exhibition in 2004.
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ABOUT THE PROJECT

Rintaro Hara became the first artist dis-
patched from Yokohama to Helsinki, Finland
since the exchange started between the
cities in 2014. He took part in an artist-
in-residence program, which was carried
out by HIAP (Helsinki International Artist
Programme) at an old fortress that can be
reached in about 10 minutes by boat from
Helsinki port. Among others, he exhibited

at the Forum Box and gave an artist talk to
introduce his production and contributed to
deepen exchanges.

After his return to Japan, Hara participated
in the Smart lllumination Yokohama 2018,
along-term exhibition at the Zou-no-hana
Terrace which allowed many visitors to
appreciate his installation. Hara's kinetic
installation using gravity as the main power,
attracted many visitors and draw people’s
attention.

DIRECTORS NOTE

The Port Journey Project is a cultural exchange
project among port cities around the world
that promote creative city planning.

The amount of daylight in Finland varies great-
ly according to the season. From the white
nights of the arctic summer to the darkness

of the polar nights, Finland is home to natural
phenomena which do not occur in Japan. In his
installation at Gallery Forum Box in Helsinki,
artist Rintaro Hara's work Ascending and
Descending illustrated the duality of these
natural phenomena by creating a physical
space the audience could experience. The gal-
lery space in Hara's installation, represented
both the arctic white night and polar night.
Artist Rintaro Hara's exhibition at Gallery
Forum Box, Helsinki, Finland was a part of the
Port Journeys' network collaboration. Since
2016 Forum Box has been a member of the
international art network of harbour cities all
around the world. The network's projects offer
new opportunities for Forum Box artists for
international collaborations. The collaboration
with Japan begun in 2017 with Finnish artist
Markus Kahre's exhibition and residency in
Yokohama at the Zou-no-Hana Terrace. Rintaro
Hara's exhibition at Forum Box was produced
by the Spiral culture centre in Tokyo. Hara

also spent a month in residency organized in
collaboration with Helsinki International Artist
Studios. It is with great joy we cooperate with
Port Journeys and hope to welcome many
more exchange projects within this network in
the future.

Nina Toppila
Executive Director of FORUM BOX
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