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PORT JOURNEY PROJECT OUR PLASTIC
2019/1/22 TUE-2/3 SUN

RECEPTION

2019/1/25 FRI 18:00—

DJ night with music by artist so+ba playing sonosheets
(vinyl record) and a special catering menu produced by
Haruna Nakayama, who participated in the Port Journey's
project in 2015. She prepared a delicious buffet served in
ecological packages avoiding any artificial materials.

DOCUMENTARY FILM SCREENING

2019/1/26 SAT 13:00—16:30—-(97min.)

1/27 SUN 13:30—(97min. screening+30min. lecture)
Featuring academy-winning actor Jeremy Irons as the navi-
gator, the documentary film "Trashed" explores the extent
of the current global waste problem and the consequences.
The film was screened three times. Presented by GREEN-
ROOM/ Distributed by ©@Blenheim Films 2012

WORKSHOP

2019/1/26SAT 15:00-16:00

Aworkshop was held by using plastic waste from the ocean
and the completed collage works were shown at the exhibition.

TALK EVENT

2019/1/27 SUN 13:30-17:30

PART I: 13:30-15:30

[TRASHED] Screening & Lecture

Speaker: Hideshige Takada (Prof. at Tokyo University of Agri-
culture and Technology, Laboratory of Organic Geochemistry)
PART Il: 16:00-17:30

Speaker: Tomohiro Takahashi(Manager, Creative City Pro-
motion Division, Climate Change Policy, City of Yokohama),
Naoyuki Toyoda (Adventure photographer), Hideshige
Takada (Prof. at Tokyo University of Agriculture and
Technology, Laboratory of Organic Geochemistry)

Alex Sonderegger (so+ba, Graphic designer)

Facilitator: Toshihiro Banba (Representative of abanba)

VENUE: Zou-no-hana Terrace
ORGANIZED BY Zou-no-hana Terrace
PLANNED AND PRODUCED BY Spiral/Wacoal Art Center

1 tHER: https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/
handle/10986/30317, p.6, 117

2 tHehttps://www.businessinsider.com/plastic-in-
ocean-outweighs-fish-evidence-report-2017-1
http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF The New Plastics_
Economy.pdf

OUR PLASTIC ABOUT THE PROJECT
Due to growing awareness of the need to
prevent marine pollution, there is now an
international movement to reduce single-
use plastic products such as straws. Living
a more eco- friendly lifestyle is now a global
trend. Zou-no-hana Terrace, too, is taking
efforts to reduce plastic items at its café.
For the first time, a collaborative exhibition
was held between Zou-no-hana Terrace and
the Port Journey Project, which is an art
project led by members of port cities all
over the world, to rethink our ubiquitous use
of plastic. so+ba, a design unit and one of
these members, designed and curated the
whole exhibition.

The installation was made of real used
plastics collected from 8 different coun-
tries representing a week's worth of plastic
waste by one household in each city. Being
confronted with different plastic waste from
abroad gave the audience the opportunity to
experience and understand this global issue,
which we all share, and to encourage them
to take action in reducing "OUR PLASTIC".
Besides the exhibition, a workshop in using
plastic waste as a material was also con-
ducted by so+ba. Following the screening of
a documentary film, a talk was organized on
marine pollution and recycling.Although it
only lasted two weeks, the exhibition, which
revealed the ubiquity of plastic waste, at-
tracted large numbers of visitors interested
in perhaps the most pressing and global
environmental issue of our times.
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ARTIST NOTE

In 2016, the world generated 242million tonnes of plastic waste,
12% of all municipal solid waste.
Some 90 percent of floating marine debris is plastic, of which

nearly 62 percent is food and beverage packaging.
WhataWaste 2.0'¢

By 2050, plastic in the oceans will outweigh fish.
Ellen MacArthur Foundation and WEF 2

With this numbers in mind we started to think about "Our Plastic” exhibi-
tion. Our goal was to create awareness for this growing global problem.
We started in our daily life, collecting one weeks' plastic waste and were
surprised by the amount, much larger than what we thought. To visual-
ize this global problem, we asked Port Journey members to also collect
all their plastic waste during one week and send it to Yokohama. We have
received 8 parcels from 4 continents.

We hung the plastic, received from all over the world, with fishing
threads on eye level at Zou-no-hana Terrace and created a floating sea
of plastic. Nice to look at, but when you think about how much plastic
the city of Yokohama would produce in one week, or Japan...

To understand where the plastic came from and how we can avoid using
it, we created informative panels, accompanying the exhibits, focusing
on our daily level.

For the workshop we fished for plastic in the sea close to Zou-no-hana
Terrace (incredible what was floating close by) and used the found
plastic-trash to create "sea-monster” collages.

The "Our Plastic” exhibition aimed to visualize the negative impact of our
consumptive practices and reminds us of the ongoing damage to our
environment. Recycling or burning does not solve the problem

Every piece of plastic we can avoid makes a difference.

so+ba

[sol=alex sonderegger and [bal=susanna baer, both from switzerland, started their
design studio «so+ba», 2001 in tokyo. Being active in the field of graphic design, art
direction, sound visualization and teaching typography and design, so+ba focues on
cultural and art projects. so+ba is a member of the Port Journeys Project.

‘."-l. ‘

| FORT FRIOJ
YOKOH: HELBOURNE - - SAN
\ GROMI SHANGHAL = . RETK)
EXHIBI S0iarL22 TUE-2/35

=t Sip—=—-TOY T
OUR PLASTIC N
2naEig22l (XK -2A38 (B

HAMBURG
- IURICH

HELSINK]

DIRECTORS NOTE

PJis an active cultural exchange project between outstanding port
cities around the world, which creates a network, not only from one
direction nor as a single occasion, but to build a sustainable relation-
ship among the cities known of their creativeness.

While fostering exchange projects, various programs have been
implemented: artists-in-residence program with the aim to present
the final work achieved through the artist's residency, the annual
Director's Meeting hosted by one of the member's base to discuss on
sustainable operation, individual skype meetings or physical meet-
ings by visiting each other, implement joint projects or collaboration
between universities... since 8 years of founding the Port Journey
project, the number of participants have increased to almost 10
partner cities. However, there was no occasion so far at which all
members could have participated in the same project. Finally, we
could have done it.

The "OUR PLASTIC" exhibition has been realized with the aim to think
on the global plastic waste problem, which are now most spoken from
an artistic point of view.

In fact, even though the topic of the sea turtle, which was found stuffed
with plenty of plastic wastes, is spread in the internet and the leading
café has announced to abandon plastic straws, the problem with the
hazardous plastic still remains. Questioning, how we shall get along
with plastic, the designer unit so+ba has curated this exhibition.

The question may have sounded very simple, but it was the same
question to everybody, even to other members living far away across
the ocean, to our neighbors living next to us, to artists or those who
are not. Nevertheless, as of the unique question, everyone was
involved and thus it has received a strong response.

In the recent years, diversity of individuals has been strongly em-
phasized and to respect the characters of the other. In other words,
the trend to avoid the other and not to cross over borders have been
used people's implicit understanding.

Port Journey project can be replaced as a platform, which connects
people around the world and to think together beyond borders.

Now, looking back of the exhibition, it was not by coincidence that
we shared the excitement when we considered the plastic issue
among us.

With the hope that the affinity shall contribute to solve the plastic
waste problem, | come to think that we may organize another Plastic
exhibition chapter Il.

Yoshie Ota
Chief Curator of Spiral / Wacoal Art Center
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